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550+ Elected Officials Question Regulations and Review of Fracking’s Health
Impacts; Call on Governor Cuomo to Lift Shroud of Secrecy Around Fracking

As Dec. 3 Deadline Hits, Elected Officials to Protect New York Release Letter Calling for
Transparency and Public Participation in State’s Fracking Review

(Syracuse) On Monday, December 3 at 2:00 PM, Elected Officials to Protect New York —
representing over 550 elected officials from all 62 counties in NY — held a press conference at
Syracuse City Hall to release a letter detailing objections to the quiet release of irrelevant
regulations on November 29 and the secrecy and inadequacy of the state's health review. December
3 marks the deadline for three outside experts to finish reviewing the Department of Health’s
internal review of the health impacts of fracking. By contract, those experts were given only 25
hours to perform their review. Based on impacts explored in the now 4,000-page SGEIS, have the
Department of Environmental Conservation and the DOH done so little to evaluate the public health
impacts of fracking that it can be reviewed in 25 or fewer hours? The elected officials will detail
their concerns and release a letter to Governor Cuomo, DEC Commissioner Martens, and DOH
Commissioner Shah with information and requests stemming from their recent meeting with
Commissioner Martens and DOH officials.

The letter notes that this process has confused New Yorkers, noting a contradiction in the DEC's
message to the public around the revised regulations released on November 29, and calls on

Governor Cuomo, Commissioner Martens, and Commissioner Shah to lift the “shroud of secrecy
around New York’s review of fracking.”

At the press conference, Syracuse City Council Chair Kathleen Joy said, “As the potential
ramifications of fracking weigh heavily on our constituents, transparency and public participation
are crucial to ensure the best interests of New Yorkers and to restore the public’s trust in the state's
review.”

As it stands, no elected officials, no members of New York's medical and scientific community, and no
members of the public have any idea what the DEC's review of the health impacts of fracking look like. No
one knows what the DOH is reviewing, and no one knows what the three outside experts are spending their
25 hours reviewing. The letter by Elected Officials to Protect New York explains grave concerns over public
statements by one of the three reviewers, Lynn Goldman, who has indicated she is not living up to the task of
determining the health impacts of fracking on public health, which is what New Yorkers were led to believe
she had been contracted to do. Instead, Goldman has indicated she is making a judgment call about the
comparative health impacts of fracking versus coal, which would seem to contradict DEC Commissioner



Martens' statement that “Obviously if there was a public health concern that could not be addressed we
would not proceed.”

Martha Robertson, Chair of the Tompkins County Legislature, said, “Commissioner Martens told us in a
meeting on November 13 that they've made substantial changes to the SGEIS. We believe it is good policy —
and the law — that the public must have an opportunity to see and weigh in on such significant changes. What
matters to New Yorkers is whether the DEC's review of fracking is done right, not how much time has been
spent on it. A process that New Yorkers don't trust can only yield a decision that New Yorkers don't trust.”

On November 29, the DEC quietly released revised regulations to get a 90-day extension. The elected
officials explain in their letter that it is backward to release regulations before the health review and SGEIS
are finished since the regulations must be based on both. They note that by the DEC's own admission, the
revised regulations - which the public is supposed to comment on starting December 12 - will under no
circumstances be the actual regulations that the DEC would use. They question if the "December 12-January
11 comment period is just a fig leaf, to make it appear that the DEC is being transparent and open, and
following the law."

Village of Cooperstown Trustee James Dean said, "This order of events could suggest to New Yorkers that
this is a politically motivated decision when that may not be the case. The Village of Cooperstown, an
internationally known tourist destination, is also the home of the Bassett Healthcare Network. Bassett is an
integrated health care system that provides care and services to people living in an eight county region
covering 5,600 square miles in upstate New York. We are all very concerned about the short and long term
negative heath consequences of hydro fracking in New York State. Our entire future rests on clean water,
clean air and environmentally responsible leadership at all levels of government in New York State."

The elected officials noted that in a meeting a group of them had with Commissioner Martens and
DOH officials on November 13, Commissioner Martens told them that there are significant changes
to the SGEIS. Commissioner Martens said that those were important changes that came in large a
result of over 80,000 public comments. Given substantial changes, Elected Officials to Protect
New York believes it is the law under the State Administrative Procedures Act as well as
incumbent for good policy that the SGEIS and health review be made public and re-opened
for public comment.

Syracuse City Councilwoman Jean Kessner said, “This is no time for secrecy and exclusion of New York's
own medical and scientific experts, or the public. Governor Cuomo must make the health review public and
open it and the SGEIS for public comment."
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About Elected Officials to Protect New York:

Elected Officials to Protect New York (www.NY ElectedOfficials.org) is a nonpartisan,
geographically diverse group of local elected officials representing cities, towns, villages, and
counties across New York, who are committed to protecting our great state. It includes more than
550 local elected officials from all 62 New York State counties. The initiative launched in June,
2012 with over 250 local elected officials who brought concerns about fracking to Governor Cuomo
and urged the governor to continue the moratorium on fracking until and unless the drilling method
is proven safe for all New Yorkers. Elected Officials to Protect New York believes that prior to
making a decision about fracking, at a minimum Governor Cuomo must do a comprehensive health
impact assessment, a thorough socioeconomic impact assessment that considers all potentially
negative impacts, and a revised and properly thorough study of cumulative impacts.


file:///C:/Documents and Settings/martharobertson/My Documents/Martha/2012 County Legislature/Gas drilling 2012/EOPNY//C:/Users/Armstrong/Desktop/www.NYElectedOfficials.org

